Translation from Tamil: Courtesy a Devotee
Friday, December 24, 2004

  

Details of Appu's interrogation: Vikatan quotes police and legal insiders

www.vikatan.com/jv/2004/Dec/29122004/jv0301.asp

Appu in Custody –

Appu, who was arrested near Chittor, is now in the Forest Bungalow. Uttamaraj originally granted police custody for 3 days, now extended for 6 more days. Until 27th morning, he will remain in custody.

From 20th 5pm, when handed to police the first time, SP Premkumar and SP Vardaraju have been roasting him thoroughly. Starting 6pm, he’s allowed to meet his lawyer Purshottam for 1 hour. Otherwise he is entirely under police interrogation. We enquired with police and lawyers who are insiders. On the basis of their reports, we understand the direction of the custody interrogation was as we describe below.

Before his arrest, Appu gave interview to TV9 and said he had many crores. Interrogation started with that. “How did you get so rich?”

Appu replied: “First, I was in the quarry business. That brought some income but nothing major. Then I did real estate and that went really well. I have some buildings from which I get several lakhs rent.’

“That’s ok, what about under the table? Can you talk about that?” SP Vardaraju joked sarcastically.

The answer was only a laugh.

Both SP’s came to the matter straight away. They showed Appu the photo of him doing paada puja to Jayendrar Swami.

“Are you that close to the Mutt? And that devoted to Jayendrar?” [Ed rolls eyes – as if you have to be *close* to swamigals to do paada puja! What planet are these guys living in? I know an American who had never been to India before in his life who went last year and did paada puja to Sringeri Acharya! Good think TN police don’t know about *that* guy!! Hell, there’s a pic of Fatso JJ doing namaskar to Acharya! So, maybe she did it, right you nitwits!!]

‘It’s not anything like I’m so devoted or anything.’ Appu said there was a conflict regarding a plot in Porur that an associate of Jayendrar Swami was trying to buy. At that time, Ravi Subrmaniam asked Appu for help. Broker Valayapathi created some problems. I stepped in and settled the problem. Ravi said why don’t you come and see Swamy once? So I went. When some BJP member came down from the North, I was told they would introduce me, so I went. Swamy was there, and someone said offer flowers so I did.

“Where was it taken?”

‘Don’t you know? In a marriage hall in Madras. I’ve gone to the Mutt in all ten times. After my POTA arrest, I left off all these hit jobs and became pious. What does any newly retired person normally do? Don’t they go from temple to temple? In the same way, I went to the Mutt. I also went to Srirangam and Pondicherry.’

They asked “So you did the murder on the orders of Ravi Subramaniam?”

Appu categorically denied his involvement. “After Sankarraman’s murder, I heard Ravi Subramaniam did it, but I have NO involvement in it,” said Appu.

“How did you come to hear that? Who told you?” baited the police officers.

[Appu] said: “I came to know through my own intelligence. I asked Ravi Subramaniam. He didn’t respond properly. But I’m not that close to him to talk to him on the phone all the time. Ask my drinking buddies, they’ll tell you [RS did it.] [Ed chuckles upon coming to know of Appu’ s intelligence network!]

“Kathiravan arranged the hit team.”

‘I heard about it only thru the papers.’

“Without you, how could he have done it?”

‘Kathiravan is with me. He’s my driver, but he could have been used without my knowledge, right? Sir, if the son murders someone, will you blame the father? If younger brother murders, will you arrest the older brother?” he asked smartly?
Police nonchalantly showed him the statement Kathiravan secretly made before the court [Ed: under Section 164, which he later retracted in open court as elicited under police torture.]

Kathiravan had said that Jayendrar Swami had told Appu that Sankarraman was troubling him, so get a team together to murder Sankarraman. So Appu told Kathiravan [Kathiravan had said] to get a hit team together. Appu had given Kathiravan his gun and said “From now on, you are my commander.”

“Rubbish!” denied Appu. Prove to me right here in front of me that Kathiravan said that!” he shouted with emotion.

“From which bank did they take out the money to give the people who did the false surrender?” [Ed wonders why someone doesn’t ask PREMKUMAR that question!!]

‘When I said there is no connection between me and this matter, why do you keep asking me such things? Are you trying to somehow or the other implicate me in this case?’ Appu asked angrily.

[Police replied] “We’re not saying you distributed the money yourself, but if you’ve learned something thru your ‘intelligence’, you can tell us too.” [!]

“I don’t know anything about it” replied Appu.

“Did Ravi Subramaniam arrange the fake surrender?” [asked police].

“Ask him about that!” [shot back Appu]

In this manner, some people describing the events during Appu’s police custody told us some other things. All questions relating to Sankarraman, his responses were along the lines that he had no foreknowledge of his murder. To questions about Ravi Subramaniam and Kathiravan, he became serious and sometimes emotional, letting out angry words.
As far as the police evidence that ICICI money withdrawal and Jayendrar Swami’s talk with Kathiravan, Appu’s answers did not corroborate any of these.

Tuesday night, when the interrogation ended, it went past the Sankarraman case into another matter. Police and advocates shared information about that with us too.

[SP asked Appu] “So, we hear you have big-time political connections?”

“O, you mean Arcot Veeraswamy?” [Late DMK heavyweight] Appu himself offered. “For me, I have as much connection with AIADMK as with DMK. During DMK rule, to get tenders for my granite business, I had connection with them. They did not help me much. When AIADMK came, they put me in on POTA. After that, I traveled to Chittoor and abroad. After that, I did not have close connection to DMK” Appu said calmly.

[SNIP]

“Okay” said SP Premkumar “eat and sleep, we’ll talk more in the morning.”

Appu requested parathas. Premkumar said okay and started on Annanagar Ramesh.

Appu waved him off and said confrontationally “I don’t know anything about that. I was in London at the time of Ramesh’s suicide. If you want, you can check my passport.”

“Ok, ok” said Premkumar and Vardaraju.

These are the events as of Part I of Appu’s police custody. After custody was extended, Premkumar went to Chennai to consult [vikatan does not say with who, but you don’t have to be a genius to guess!]. In Part II, Premkumar and Vardaraju started continuously grilling Appu about his political connections – mainly about Arcot Veeraswamy and Thuraimurugan.

“What is this! You’re wandering off in all sorts of directions” Appu complained, exasperated. No longer wishing to play games, Premkumar and Vardaraju adopted tougher tactics. Appu, who was full of confidence in Part I is wearing down. Now, in Part II, he is tiring. “I am a sugar patient, I am getting dizzy” he has rambled. [Ed wonders was he drugged? Note he wasn’t allowed to meet his lawyer one evening.]

Invigorated, police officers say he is coming round to wherever they were leading him [to say].

END ARTICLE
Tuesday, December 21, 2004

  

The Real Story behind Appu’s arrest… 

…or "SP Prem Kumar lies again..."

www.vikatan.com/jv/2004/dec/26122004/jv0301.asp

Interview with Appu’s older sister: “After Raahukaalam ended, we sent him off ourselves.”

‘Appu was arrested here – Appu was arrested there’ – such exciting rumors have come to an end at last. Appu has come into police’s hands. But as to how he got there, there are two versions – and that’s a hot topic.

[Tamil Nadu] Police keep saying say that they went and surrounded him near Chittoor, in Krishnapuram, Andhra and arrested him at gunpoint.

Our investigation revealed that on the 19th (December), Appu surrendered to the police.

When Tamil Nadu police came to the farmhouse, Appu’s sister Padma was with him. On the morning of the 20th, we met with her and talked.

“My husband Chengalvaraya Reddy just left for Kanchipuram, I was about to leave before the journalists pounced on us, but you came before I could get away!” So saying, she started talking. Without waiting for our questions, she continued.

“My brother is not a demon like you all write. He has never done harm to any living thing. He is a devotee of Raghavendrar. Somebody told him that good will happen for him if he goes to Periyavaar. Believing this, he went to him. But now, only bad things are happening to him! Normally he doesn’t come often or stay any length of time. When he goes from Madras to Tirupathi, he would call me on phone. I would cook, and he would eat on the way. A few days before Jayendrar Swami’s arrest, he was here, but didn’t stay long. He left and after that didn’t come back for a long time.”

We asked: “Appu was caught here, right?”

“I’ll tell you exactly what happened. Listen! First, SP Prem Kumar and a few others came to enquire about Appu. I said he hasn’t come here for a long time. But, they wouldn’t leave us. They kept calling on the phone and coming in person. All of a sudden, we got a call from Appu. He said he is thinking of surrender, but ‘they wouldn’t even let Periyavaar get bail. On top of it they are putting all sorts of cases against him and also involving me in lots of cases. So, if I surrender at this time, I might go the way of Veerappan, I fear,” he said

Next time, the SP who talked to us said in a threatening manner: “Tell Appu to surrender at once. **The CM herself is directly overseeing this case!**”

When the SP’s past record came out in the papers, this was frightening to us. So, we decided to have Appu surrender right in front of the CM.

So I politely told the SP [of our decision]. After this, there was a change in his tone.

He said “There is no charge against Appu. We won’t do anything to him. Trust me!” he said in an easy tone.

If we keep on postponing the surrender more and more wrong information about Appu will keep coming in the papers, so we decided to arrange his surrender. Because of his affection for me, when I said this is for the good of the family, he accepted it.

We had arranged on the phone that he would come on Saturday night itself, then call to inform the police on Sunday morning. At the last minute, Appu said he would come on Sunday morning itself.

SP Prem Kumar and Srinivasan came on Sunday afternoon 12:30. First, they were talking to my husband. About 3 o’clock, Appu came in a car. They went upstairs and talked for a bit. Then they came down. Appu ate. Then, after Raahu kaalam ended, evening 6:10pm, I sent him off with the police myself.

Even then, SP said: “Your brother hasn’t done any crime. There is no way he can be punished. We won’t do anything to him,” he gave me assurance. Even then, he understood I did not fully believe him. “See, I am coming from Tirupathi. His name [pointing to the officer with him] is Srinivasan [Ed note: a name of the deity at Tirupathi]. If I say anything in front of him, it’s like saying it in front of God.” Only then did I believe him. I sent a relative with them, but after Puthur, they took a photo with him and sent him back.”
[Ed notes Premkumar in an interview on Dec. 20th claimed to have arrested Appu in Puthur, where he was wandering in the hills. -- Oddly enough, his colleague Shaktivelu, addressing Magistrate Uttamaraaj in court reverted to Balakrishnapuram in Chittoor as the place of the ‘arrest at gunpoint’.]

[Padma, Appu’s sister continues:] “Appu likes country chicken a lot. Whenever he comes to visit, I cook something with this for him. I had done it this time also, but I don’t know what he was thinking of. He had only a little yoghurt rice and got up from the table,” she said, with tears in her eyes.

[snip]

We talked to someone who was nearby and witnessed the surrender. He doesn’t want his identity revealed.
He told us: “Sunday afternoon, SP Prem Kumar, ADSP Shaktivelu, Inspector Srinivasan, in all 5 people came in a Qualis car. They came in uniform, but Appu’s people who were surrounding the place stopped them and said ‘you can’t go in uniform – this will ruin Anna [Elder brother’s] image.’ [!!!] At first, they were stunned, but they seem to have been expecting this. They changed into regular clothes. Even then, they made them wait outside the house for several hours. After a while, Appu came in a blue Maruthi. In the front room of the house, TV9 Andhra news channel cameras were present. Appu gave them an interview. “I did not have anything to do with Sankarraman’s murder,” he said with emphasis.

After that, they called in the Police officers, Appu spoke mostly to PremKumar. “What is this, sir? You know very well [I have nothing to do with it]. Why are you unnecessarily trying to involve me in a murder case?” he confronted.

“It isn’t like that. Because of information we got, we want to make enquiry. Whatever you want to say, you can say in court,’ [Premkumar] replied very calmly.

Appu said: “I eat meat, but to murder someone in a temple – I am not so cruel. Is anyone higher up trying to involve me in this?’

“Chi, chi! What are you talking about? Come off it!” [replied Prem Kumar]

They all sat down and ate. News Channel cameras were recording all this,” says this witness.

That news channel was broadcasting flash news about Appu and Tamil Nadu police all Sunday evening. If you ask Andhra media people about Tamil Nadu police surrounding and arresting Appu at gunpoint, they start laughing. “He surrendered in a planned and scheduled manner,” they say. An Andhra congress member owns TV 9. When [Appu] surrendered, all conversations were deliberately recorded with the idea that they will benefit him in the future, say Andhra media.

The day before the surrender, [Appu] called a well-known Andhra journalist and gave him an interview; [he] also asked him to record [what he said] in a cassette. Without answering questions from the journalist, he recited things he wanted to have recorded.

Appu said: “Some people have spread rumors that I don’t like Jayalalitha – that I am ‘Kalaignar (ie. Karunanidhi)’s man. In truth, I like Jayalalitha’s daring. I like ‘Kalaignar’ too, but it’s not any special connection. Now, when an actress who’s not in the market at the moment had a problem with her husband, to help her get out from her husband’s grip, word came from Kanchi to help her.” When he did that, he became close to the mutt, said Appu. Then he took it upon himself to solve another actress’ family problem...

When the journalist kept asking about Sankarraman’s murder. “I have no connection whatever with it! I was involved in such things till 5 years ago. Since then, I have left all these things!” he said in measured tones.

After the arrest, if he gets into any danger or problems, this tape could be evidence, and it also seems like a rehearsal.

