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Peeved with elder getting bail, TN shoves jr in jail

	
K Venkataramanan/ Chennai (January 11, 2005)

'Jaya Govt out to take over mutt' ------ It was a really action packed day. While the Supreme Court ensured that the Kanchi Shankaracharya walked free after a two-month incarceration in prison, Tamil Nadu Chief Minister J Jayalalithaa saw to it that the noose around the Kanchi mutt remained. 

 

[image: image1.jpg]







	

	Only hours after the apex court observed that "no worthwhile prima facie evidence apart from the alleged confessions has been brought to our notice to show that the petitioner was party to a conspiracy", the Chennai police waded through a sea of devotees in the Kanchi mutt to arrest junior seer Vijayendra Saraswati. He has already been questioned once in the Sankararaman murder case and the cause of his sudden arrest is wrapped in mystery. What next?

	

	In a sudden and controversial move, the Tamil Nadu police arrested the junior Shankaracharya of the Kanchi Sankara mutt, Sri Vijayendra Saraswati, on Monday evening in connection with the Sankararaman murder case, hours after the senior pontiff, Sri Jayendra Saraswati, was granted bail by the Supreme Court. 

	

	With the apex court directing the senior Acharya not to enter the mutt premises until the chargesheet is filed in the case, the centuries-old religious institution has been rendered headless, sparking charges from the BJP and Sangh Parivar outfits like the Vishwa Hindu Parishad that the State Government was plotting to take over the mutt, which commands a huge quantity of wealth through its affiliated trusts.

	

	It began as a day of celebrations for devotees at the mutt, some of whom burst crackers at the ancient temple town of Kanchipuram, and the afternoon puja was marked by enthusiastic beating of drums. However, the jubilant mood was short-lived as over a hundred policemen took positions around the mutt just after 5 pm and a police party entered the institution. About an hour later, senior investigators walked out of the mutt with Sri Vijayendra, who was taken away in a van owned by the Sankara mutt itself. 

	

	Sri Vijayendra, who was initiated into the Advaitic monastic order in 1983 and anointed the 70th pontiff in 1987, even when the late Paramacharya Sri Chandrasekharendra Saraswati was alive, was first taken away to the "forest bungalow" where the special police team has its headquarters. The junior seer was produced before first class judicial magistrate G Uttamaraja after 8 pm and remanded to judicial custody till January 24. He was taken away to Chennai Central Prison.

	

	The arrest is presumed to be related to a judicial confession made by Ravi Subramanian, a building contractor who was arrested only recently after a long nationwide manhunt. Mutt counsel Y Thyagarajan expressed surprise at the arrest, pointing out that it had taken place even before the ink on the apex court's bail order in favour Sri Jayendra Saraswati had dried. He questioned the necessity of the arrest in a case where the Supreme Court had found that prima facie, there was a case for grant of bail.

	

	Mr Thyagarajan told reporters that the police had trespassed into a Hindu religious institution, which was also a place of worship, to effect the arrest. "He himself would have gone to the police had they informed him about their intentions," he said. "They haven't told us under what sections he has been arrested," he added.

	

	However, the police confirmed that Sri Vijayendra would also be charged under the same sections of the law on which Sri Jayendra had been arrested - conspiracy to murder (Section 120-B read with 302). He was questioned twice last month but last week a fresh summons issued to him to appear before the police for interrogation was withdrawn without any reasons being assigned.

	

	The case has already seen some 25 arrests, including those of the the "hirelings" who had carried out the murder of Sankararaman, a temple official at the famous Sri Varadaraja Perumal Temple, a Vaishnavite shrine at Kanchipuram, on September 3, 2004, and a few alleged "bogus accused", who had surrendered on their own in the early stages of the investigation. These include Appu, an alleged don from Chennai, and Raghu, the younger brother of Sri Vijayendra.

	

	In a sense, Sri Vijayendra Saraswati's arrest was not unexpected, after his brother was taken into custody last week. However, what came as a surprise was that the arrest of the junior Acharya came immediately after the Supreme Court roundly castigated the investigators for failing to come up with any substantial evidence against the Kanchi seer. The latest arrest is bound to spark a fresh round of controversy, especially over its timing and on whether the police have found any weighty evidence of the sort that the apex court found singularly lacking in the case of Sri Jayendra Saraswati. 

	

	Meanwhile, Sri Jayendra did not come out of the Central Prison at Vellore and it may take another day or two for him to be formally released. While there appeared to be a delay in the execution of a bail bond and two sureties for a similar sum, another explanation was proffered by some lawyers associated with the mutt. The Acharya himself did not want to emerge from jail on Monday, as it was New Moon day.


