OPEN LETTER TO THE HON. PRESIDENT AND PRIME MINISTER OF INDIA

Dear Respected Sirs,

To scholars of Indian civilization in Europe and America and to friends of India in general, the arrest of the Shankaracharyas of Kanchi and the defamation of the Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham have come as a painful shock.

The Institution at Kanchi was founded by Adi Shankara himself, one of the very greatest teachers of humanity. In our own times the Matam was headed by His Holiness Sri Chandrasekharendra Saraswati, universally venerated for his life of utter purity and wisdom. The present Shankaracharyas are his direct disciples. For these reasons and for many more, surely it would not have been incompatible with law enforcement to show them more consideration and respect.

Sri Jayandra Sarasvati Swamigal, besides being a scholar of prestigious attainments, is a great karma yogi. For many decades he has dedicated himself to inter-community harmony and ministered to the poorer sections of society. When Mother Theresa was among us, one heard many Indians regret that it was foreigners more than the native sons and daughters of Bharat that tended to the sick and needy in the land. Today we see a Jayandra Swami setting up charitable trusts for aiding poor families, old-age homes, rural development trusts, food donation projects, child care centers, hospitals, schools, professional colleges and universities free of charge or at nominal fees. But the mainstream media only raise questions about “the Seer’s 5000 crore empire” and “the lust for power of high priests.” They count the rupees but omit to mention how they are spent. When a thief meets a saint he only sees the latter’s purse, as the saying aptly goes.

On the very day the Supreme Court ruled that there was no basis of law for detaining Sri Jayandra Saraswati, the Tamil Nadu Government arrested Sri Vijayandra Saraswati under the exact same charges! No wonder, then, that the more trustworthy observers see nothing but murky vendetta politics behind the whole affair. 

The law must no doubt follow its course and, once again, the Supreme Court will probably be called upon to examine Sri Vijayandra Saraswati’s situation. But the Central Authorities must step in to make sure that the Matam’s rights and reputation are in no way violated. Hence the petition which we have addressed to you on the Internet, to be found at

 http://www.petitiononline.com/sri/petition.html

The spiritual traditions of India and the sanctity of the lineage of Adi Shankara are at stake. As true friends of India, we shall campaign ceaselessly to inform the international community about the mischievous drama being played out in Tamil Nadu until the rights and reputation of the Matam and the Shankaracharyas are fully restored. 

Respectfully yours,
Dr. Farokh Merat

          Retired professor
          University of Paris VIII                 

          France
