1640 [now...upped to 1873] page chargesheet filed in Sankarraman case

www.dinakaran.com/daily/2005/jan/21/flash/flashnews0.html

Tamil translation courtesy: http://www.sankaracharyaarticles.blogspot.com/
Excerpts:

Kanchipuram Jan 21

Police today filed a 1640 page chargesheet against Sankaracharya Jayendrar [Swamigal] in the Kanchi Temple Official Sankarraman murder case.

[25 people arrested so far in the case... first Appu surrendered, then Ravi Subramaniam was arrested on 26th Dec...]

Ravi Subramaniam Approver: It is on the basis of Ravi Subramaniam's testimony that Vijayendrar Swamigal was arrested. He had already given [secret] testimony under Sec. 164 in Kanchi court [Ed: that was on Dec. 31st. That testimony was shown to Supreme Court as against Jayendrar Swamigal].

In this backdrop, he told the court he was turning approver [Ed: and reportedly gave testimony AGAIN under 164 in the Chengalpet court of Justice Rangaraaj] The police have been making gargantuan efforts to draw up the chargesheet. SP Premkumar let it be known it would be ready on the 21st.

Today, chargesheet ready: Today an 1640-page chargesheet will be filed before justice Uttamaraaj in Kanchipuram by the investigating police officers. 716 pieces of evidence gathered will be listed. These include Sankarraman's letters, witness statements pertaining to these [letters], and video pictures taken at the time. 476 witnesses are listed in the chargesheet: Prosecutor Balasubramaniam prepared these.

[snip]

The murder of Vaishnava Mataadipathi raises questions with police. [The murder of another Mataadipathi living just behind Varadaraja Perumal Temple has raised questions about the Sankarraman case]. [The Vaishnava Mataadipathi] was wounded in the same wasy as Sankarraman. [He was cut] about the head, face, ears, just as Sankarraman was. But police are rushing to say that these are knife wounds. At present, police have questioned 15 people in connection with this case.

Questions now arise about whether the same people who committed this murder also mudered Sankarraman.....

[snip]

At first, great efforts were taken to turn Appu approver in the Sankarraman murder case. For that, he was given certain perks while in custody. The way Appu was treated in the Forest Bungalow during police custody [it was like he was] at his in-laws'. But afterwards, some of these promises [of VIP treatment] were gone back on and certain important people also blocked his wealth, it is said. On top of it, Chennai police are insisting on booin him under POTA.

[snip]

Government lawyer tries to get in SP's way: For the most part, SP Premkkumar only has investigated the entire Sankarraman case. He has reached a level where he cannot be touched by anyone. It is said even higher-up officials don't question him.

As such, [Premkumar] himself prepared the chargesheet. [Editor: So that's where he's been last few weeks!] In it, there are some changes that have to be made in order for it to conform to legal requirements, the Prosecutor who ran this case, Jayakumar, had said.

But Premkumar did not accept that. He insisted the chargesheet be prepared according to what HE said. If you prepare it as I say, then I will be able to win the case and get the accused punished, argued Jayakumar.

But Premkumar wouldn't listen to this. Both sides stubbornly stuck to their guns. [Editor asks: guess who won? Answer: below]

After this, Jayakumar was removed from this case and Balasubramaniam installed as Prosecuting attorney, it is said.

END Excerpts

Editor's note: This is a RUSH delivery. Please forgive the rough edges. We will polish and edit by and by...

UPDATE: Now, dinamani reports the chargesheet was filed at 12:30pm (not 11 am as expected, in deference to 'raahu kaalam') and is 1873 pages long, lists 370 witnesses and lists 712 pieces of evidence)

Link: http://www.dinamani.com/NewsItems.asp?ID=DNL20050121021002&Title=Latest+News+Page&lTitle=L%FBP%A3+%F9Nn%A7Ls&Topic=0

Addendum: Vikatan reports a 20-lakh computer that can copy 150 pages per minute was specially purchased by TN govt for preparing this chargesheet...[Editor shrugs: we don't make up the news, we just translate it!!]

Link: www.vikatan.com/vc/2005/jan/vc01112.asp

