Why did Ravi Subramaniam become an approver? 

Lawyer S. Thomas shares his views
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When you heard the news that ‘Ravi Subramaniam has become an approver’, the first person who came to mind is Mr. S. Thomas - the man who introduced himself as Ravi Subramaniam’s lawyer and appeared before the Kanchipuram Special police station. No one can forget the interview that S. Thomas, a lawyer at the Saidapet court, gave soon after his meeting with Ravi Subramaniam.

“Not only is my client innocent; neither he nor the Sankaracharya/Sankara Mutt has any connections with this murder.” When he had emphatically stated this neither our publications nor our TV channels gave it any importance. Instead, they just ignored it. Since I was one of the people present in that press meet, I was surprised by this latest development. Therefore, I tried to get in touch with lawyer Thomas. 


Finally, I met him at the Saidapet Magistrate court. 

Here is his interview. 

Q: I am surprised by your client Ravi Subramaniam becoming an approver! How did this happen? 
T: I too am amongst the many like you who are surprised. When Ravi first spoke to me as a friend and as a client, he emphatically told me that neither he nor the Shankaracharya had anything to do with this murder. I am the one who gave him the advice that when he is not guilty of any crime there is no need for him to be in hiding and that he should surrender to the police.

Q: Did he surrender through you or was he arrested in Guruvayur and brought?

T: it is a lie that the police arrested him in Guruvayur and brought him here. I was asked to be a witness where it was mentioned that he had surrendered at the Koyamped police station and formally arrested. That is when I knew that he had already surrendered and was already in police custody. It was Ravi Subramaniam’s wife who told me that he was surrendering at Koyamped police station and that I should meet him. Even in that meeting he told me repeatedly that he was innocent and neither he nor the Sankara Mutt was involved in the murder. 

Q: Even if he had confessed the crime what could he have done?

T: If my client had told me that he was guilty I would have asked him to apply for anticipatory bail and not advised him to surrender. 

Q: Why do u think Ravi Subramaniam has become an approver now? What has made him do that?

T: If one had felt guilty and overcome by remorse and wanted to make amends for his sins and wanted to become an approver he could have done so immediately after the event. What was the need for him to be on the run and be in hiding? What was the need for him to cry to me- his friend and lawyer-on the phone that he had not committed any crime? The truth is there was a marked difference in Ravi Subramaniam’s speech after he was taken in police custody. My view is that this must have happened due to the police’s threats and wild promises (that he will not be affected). 

Q: Can Ravi Subramaniam escape from punishment because he has become an approver?

T: the police has shown him as the first witness in the charge sheet without including his name in the list of the accused. This is to satisfy Ravi Subramaniam. In addition this is also a clever ploy by the police to bring Appu and few of the other accused to their side.
Q: Did you expect Ravi Subramaniam would become an approver? 

T: In the beginning I certainly did not expect it. However, when I saw his face at the end of the police custody, the fear and confusion writ on it, I suspected that the police have blackmailed him by saying something to him. When I heard that they did not take him to the Kadalur Jail but retained him, against the court order, in the Kanchipuram sub-jail, my suspicion was confirmed. When I heard that Ravi’s family was meeting him often and that he was extended all convinces and privileges, it became clear to me that the effort was on to make him an approver. 

Q: Did you not try to meet him?

T: What can I do when Ravi’s wife herself told me not to meet him? They had indirectly told me to get off from the case. The police knew that I would stop Ravi Subramaniam from becoming an approver. It is possible that they told Ravi and his wife not to get in touch with me. 

Q: Now that the charge sheet is filed, what is your view as a criminal lawyer?

T: If the police think that just because Ravi Subramaniam has become an approver and the case is strengthened, it is absolutely dumb. The police have no recourse other than to apply the Goonda’s Act to fulfil their wishes. They said that they have clinching evidence when they arrested Sri Jayendra Saraswati Swamigal. But their true colours are emerging when we see their dependence on Ravi Subramaniam’s confession. It will take a minimum of three years to complete the cross examination alone; they have brought in so many witnesses. Let the trial start and the true motive behind this case will become evident. In this murder case foisted on the Shankaracharya and the Shankara Mutt to take revenge the real culprit who killed Sankara Raman will escape scot-free. That is the real sad part. 

