Sundaresa Iyer: Access to Counsel - DENIED!
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[snip details of court proceedings, translated here]

On behalf of Sundaresa Iyer, the third accused, Attorney Subramania Iyer had filed a petition. In this, the lawyers asked permission to speak to the accused. Arguments were as follows:

Defense Lawyer, Chandrasekaran : I want permission to meet my client, Sundaresa Iyer, for 5 minutes.

Magistrate: If each lawyer asks permission to speak to their client, there will be a [big] security problem.

Dinakaran [Defense Counsel]: We were refused permission to meet him in jail as well. They say that only after asking the Head Office will we allow you. Hence, your Honor has to allow us to meet and talk to [our client] now.

Prosecutor Thiagarajan: To meet him in prison, you have to get permission from the prison authorities.

Y. Thiagarajan (Sankaramatam Lawyer): The High Court gave bail to Ilaya [younger]Sankaracharya. His passport has to be produced in court. For that, I have to get his signature on the affidavit. The court should permit [me to meet him].

Magistrate: 5 minutes granted

Lawyers: We ask for 10 minutes

Magistrate: Only 5 minutes is allowed! Police officers should permit the accused to meet his lawyer.

(Shakti)Vel*,Additional SP: You've given permission only for the 2nd and the 3rd accused. [ie. Vijayendra Swamigal and Sri Sundaresa Iyer]

Shanmugan [Defense Counsel]: Your Honor gives permission, but police drive away the van! [ie before attorneys can meet with their clients]

Magistrate: No, they will allow it.

Soon, the accused were taken away. The court [spectators] dispersed. [The accused] came outside. The judge's order was allowed. [The accused] were taken away in their respective vans.

"ADSP demands Jayendrar [Swamigal] be marked "absent"."

Yesterday, in court, before the Magistrate, there was an argument between the Government side and the Defence lawyers.

(typo in dinamalar)Sathivel*, ADSP: The lawyers talked to Vijayendrar, who is in the van. This creates a security problem.[!]

Dinakaran (Jayendrar Swamigal's lawyer): The High Court gives permission for us to talk to the client. But, when we go to the prison, [the police] tell us to get permission from the Head Office. And even then, they refuse permission there [to meet our client] . If you won't let us meet [our clients] here, even for a few minutes , then how can we conduct the defense?

Prosecutor Thiagarajan: We refuse only for security reasons.

Magistrate: There are so many accused. Everyone has to be given protection. So understand the problem!

Sathivel*: We sent summons to the first accused, Jayendrar, to appear at 10:30, but he is still not present. So, you have to mark him "absent" and issue a warrant [ie bench arrest warrant].

Dinakaran: The accused in the case, Appu has not been brought yet by the police.

Prosecutor Thiagarajan: Appu is coming!

Dinakaran: Jayendrar [Swamigal] is also on his way. Because of traffic, there is a delay. So, on his behalf, I am filing a petition under Section 317.

Magistrate: Appu has yet to come from Cuddalore. Let us wait until then. Let us not discuss anything now.

With that, this problem ended.
